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To All Roane County Convenient Stores, Tobacco Stores and Smoke Shops

WARNING – It is illegal to sell or distribute synthetic drugs in Tennessee
This is your warning.  It will be your only warning about the distribution and sale of illicit synthetic drugs (e.g. bath salts, K2, Spice, Potpourri, Plant Food, etc.) Attached is a formal notice from my office and that of the 9th District Drug Task Force concerning the illegality of certain synthetic drugs.  Also included is an article about a recent TBI Drug operation in Rutherford County wherein the district attorney general in that area helped coordinate a large-scale operation in conjunction with the TBI and local law enforcement to eradicate these dangerous and illegal drugs from local establishments.
This notice is a courtesy to owners of establishments selling these drugs who somehow may be unaware that the practice is illegal.  Local media will be asked to spread the word as well and along with the Roane County Anti-Drug Coalition and local law enforcement we will be spreading the word to our schools, including Roane State Community College.
Enforcement measures will take the form of seizures of illegal the drugs, possible seizure of monetary proceeds from the sale of illegal drugs, reporting to the Tennessee Department of Revenue for uncollected sales taxes, criminal prosecution and possible civil action to close establishments under state nuisance laws.

This effort comes on the heels of four separate reports of synthetic drug incidents at schools in Roane County, including a medical emergency with a suspected drug induced seizure that resulted in a vehicle accident involving a Rockwood school.

Russell Johnson

District Attorney General
November 10, 2011
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